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in the history of the Church, than by the vic-
tory won by French over Spanish diplomacy. The
Duke of Savoy, who had gained nothing from his
connection with Spain, abandoned the dream of a
Burgundian kingdom extending to the Rhone, and
hoped by allying himself with France to obtain
Lombardy or some equivalent accession of territory
at the expense of his former allies.

But the French King was not always the aggressor
in the contest of intrigue, nor was the advantage
always on his side. Just as the Spanish army was
still the army of Pedro Navarro and of Gonsalvo of
Cordova, of Alva, and Farnese, still the most perfect
instrument of warfare in Europe, surpassing other
troops in organisation, professional pride and dis-
cipline, so Spanish diplomacy still displayed the
Machiavellian arts, the restless activity it had learnt
when directed by the untiring vigilance of the recluse
of the Escurial Scarcely a day passed but Henry
was reminded that Spain retained both the power
and the will to do him an injury.

Soon after Biron's conspiracy it was discovered
that the secretary of Villeroy was in the pay of
the Spaniards and communicated to them all the
secrets of the French foreign office. The Count of
, Auvergne, who had cunningly secured an oppor-
tunity to continue his treasonable correspondence
by affecting a wish to make his relations with the
Court of Madrid the means of obtaining information
for the French Government, disclosed only what was
unimportant or untrue and persisted in conspiring
against his King and country.